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Dear Littleton High School Parents and Students: 

 

After a successful end to the 2009 school year, I hope that all of you have begun a restful summer 

vacation.  If your family is like mine, I am sure that you are busy maximizing your time with family 

and friends as the beginning of new school year will be here before we know it.  Students, summer is 

a great time to get outside and engage in healthy physical activity and recharge your batteries.  By 

doing so, you will come back to school ready to bring the great attitude and work ethic I saw dis-

played by so many students last year.  The 2009-10 school will be packed with great fun and signifi-

cant learning opportunities. 

 

It was exciting to honor the class of 2009 on May 22, 2009.  Our graduation ceremony was beautiful! 

Our 2009 seniors were a great group of young people and I am confident that they will make differ-

ence in the world as they go forth.  In just a few short weeks, we will welcome the class of 2013 to 

Littleton High School.  I am very excited to meet each and every new student! 

 

I also look very forward to working with our parents to create a world class school.  I believe that 

each one of your students will learn in a safe, nurturing environment where student learning is at the 

heart of our organization.  Last year, I invited every parent to be involved in our school and you did 

not disappoint.  I am amazed at the significant parental involvement in our learning community.  One 

particular task we took on last year was to write a mission statement.  In May we presented the fac-

ulty with the draft of our work.  We will put the finishing touches on it in August, present it to our 

parent and student groups to obtain feedback, and then we will finalize our new mission statement.  

As part of this work we are creating school-wide objectives and tactics that will drive our action 

plans.  This is exciting work because it makes our goals and objectives clear and measurable.  As a 

result of this work, we believe your child will be in the very best learning environment possible. In 

addition, I encourage you to become involved in the PTO (Parent Teacher Organization). This fine 

organization has years of experience and knowledge related to supporting our school.   You will find 

PTO contact information on page 13 of this newsletter. 

 

Parents, I want to thank all of you for sending us some of the finest young people in world every day.   

The energy your children bring to their work is awesome.  We could not be as successful as we are 

without the support and encouragement you give your child.  Finally, students as your rest and relax 

this summer, do not forget to give your brain some work as well.  Take time to read a book or two or 

do something creative to keep your mind sharp.  Please enjoy the remaining days of your break.  I 

look forward to seeing all of you soon. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Donald M. Begier 

Message from the Principalõs Office... 

Straight From the Lion's Den 
June 16, 2009 
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2009-2010 ACADEMIC ADVISING &  

COUNSELING CENTER 
For the 2009-10 school year, Academic Advising & Counseling Office is open 7:00 am - 3:30 pm Monday 

through Friday.  The Post Grad Center is open from 8:00 am - 3:00 pm M -F and evenings by appointment.  
 

COUNSELOR RESPONSIBILITIES and ALPHABETICAL DISTRIBUTION  

For the purpose of registration and counselor continuity, the student body and duties will be divided as follows 
among the counseling staff: 

 
Additional contact information:  

Mrs. Rocky Railey, Guidance Secretary:   303 -347-7719 
Mrs. Nancy Inbody, Registrar:   303 -347-7720 

Angie Zerr , Department Chair  
303-347-7725 

azerr@lps.k12.co.us  
Last Names: A -G   Grades 10, 11 and 12  

Adam Federspill  
303-347-7761 

afederspill@lps.k12.co.us  
Last Names: H -O  Grades 10, 11, and 12  

¶ Foreign Exchange Program Coordinator ¶ Advanced Placement Coordinator 

¶ Peer Counseling Co-Coordinator 

¶ Special Services Coordinator 
¶ State ACT Coordinator 

  

¶ Gifted/Talented Program 

Brian Powers  

303-347-7723 

bpowers@lps.k12.co.us  

Last Names: P -Z    Grades 10, 11 and 12  

Stacy Geyer  
303-347-7772 

sgeyer@lps.k12.co.us  
Last Names: A -Z     Grade 9  

¶ PLAN Coordinator 

¶ PSAT/National Merit Coordinator 

¶ Peer Counseling Co-Coordinator 

¶ Testing Coordinator for CSAP 
¶ College Liaison 

  

¶ Freshmen Academy Counselor 

¶ Registration Coordinator 

¶ PSEO Coordinator 

¶ Military Liaison 

¶ ACTS 

Claudia Anderson, IB Coordinator  
303-347-7724 

ceanderson@lps.k12.co.us  
 

Lucy Allen, Post Grad Specialist  
303-347-7721 

lallen@lps.k12.co.us  

 

mailto:lallen@lps.k12.co.us
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2009-2010 Schedule Adjustment Policy and Dates  
  
We asked current students to verify their schedules during May.  If studentes needed to make changes, 
they were to see their counselors before the end of the year. The counselorsô and administrationôs intention 
is to help prevent the rush and anxiety of fall adjustments, to reduce the number of changes that occur in 
the fall, to minimize the impact of necessary administrative schedule changes, and to allow for class balanc-
ing over the summer rather than in the first weeks of school.  Ideally, this will create consistency that will 
help our students and teachers begin the year smoothly and without surprises.   
  
There may be times when a student who has been diligent and ñon-the-ballò about his or her schedule has 
an involuntary adjustment made by administration over the summer in order to balance classes.  Every at-
tempt will be made to prevent this from happening as administration will move students who did not com-
plete spring adjustment first, if possible.  If a pre-adjusted student must be moved, however, a notice will be 
sent to the student and a fall adjustment will be permitted for that student, even though a spring adjustment 
was already completed.   

 
 

Fall Drop -in Schedule Adjustment Days August  6 -12 

 
August 6-7 Seniors  8:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. 
August 10 Juniors 8:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. 

August 11 Sophomores 8:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. 
August 12 Freshmen 8:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. 

 
Check Infinite Campus or the LHS website late July to see when schedules will be available to view online.  
Fall schedule adjustment days are ONLY for students who: 

 
1)      Did not adjust their schedules in the spring  
2)      Are enrolled in a class that they do not have the pre-requisites for (did not receive a passing grade dur-

ing 08-09) 
3)      Had an involuntary schedule change from the administration 
4)      Need a change due to completion of summer school courses 
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From the LHS Post Grad Center 

Summer College Planning 

Class of 2010 
**All seniors will receive a letter from the Counseling Department this summer that will include their transcript 

and notes from their counselor letting them know what they need for graduation.   

 

 

¶ Identify colleges that fit you ǳǎƛƴƎ bŀǾƛŀƴŎŜΣ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ά[ƛŦŜ !ŦǘŜǊ [ƛǘǘƭŜǘƻƴέ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŜΣ ōƻƻƪǎ 
and other publications, and talk with your family and friends to figure out your personal  criteria to build a 
list.  Those criteria might include; size, location, majors offered, cost, scholarship possibilities, etc. 

 
¶ Make sure when making your list you spread out the admissions risk by comparing your grade point aver-

age and test scores to the freshman class profile of the college you are considering.  If your credentials put 
you in the middle of their profile the school is a strong possibility, if they are above their profile the school is 
a lower risk for you, and below their profile the school is a higher risk for you.  Remember to diversify if you 
want to have choices when the acceptance letters come back. 

 
¶ Do not put schools on your list that you do not want to attend.  This seems obvious, but every year we have 

students who do not diversify their lists and end up with one admission at a school they really do not want to 
attend. 

 
¶ Talk to each other about family finances.  It is so important that students and parents are on the same page 

financially.  Students need to know by September how much money they are expected to contribute to their 
college costs through scholarships.   

 
¶ Applying to college and applying for scholarships is a simultaneous process! 
 
¶ Watch for your ACT scores in the mail.  Decide about taking the ACT/SAT again in the fall and register for the 

earliest test (usually October).  
 

¶  Visit schools of interest by setting up a tour through the college admissions office. 
 

¶ Consider scheduling a once a week parent/student meeting to talk about college and confine college discus-
sions to that meeting.  This will help organize everyone and minimize stress. 

 

¶ !ƭƭ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ DǊŀŘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŀƭƭΧ   at this time we will be 
giving instructions on the college application process and also helping students who are choosing alternatives 
to college, such as gap year, work, military, etc. 
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Transfer Student Orientation 

Youõre Invited!!! 

 
To welcome you to Littleton High School, the LHS 

peer counselors want you to attend our  

Transfer Student  

(10th -12th  grade) Orientation.  

Date:  Thursday, August 13 th , 2009  

Time:  9:00am - 12:00pm  

Location:  LHS Forum  
It wonõt take long, but the information and connections you 

make here will go a long way to help you transition into our 

high school and meet some friendly faces before the first day 

of school.  

If you have any questions, please call Angie Zerr, LHS  

Counselor at 303 -347-7725.  Come on over and check it out é 
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Counseling Office Information: 
 
Summer Hours for the Counseling office  
The counselors will be available in the counseling office through the first week of June, 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m., and every Tuesday after that; except for the week of June 29 ï July 3rd, the building will be closed that 
entire week for the July 4th holiday.  All counselors return for the 2009-2010 school year on August 5.   
 

Please note that not all counselors are available each day, and counselors will be working from scheduled 
appointments, so please contact Rocky Railey in the Counseling Office at 303-347-7710 to make an ap-
pointment.   
 

Counseling Department Newsletter : 
The LHS Counseling Department produces an annual newsletter every fall.  The contents of this newsletter 
include college information as well as contact and testing schedules for the upcoming school year.  Please 
check the LHS website in September for this important piece of information.  
 
IF you do not have internet access, or would prefer to have the newsletters mailed to your home, please call 
the Counseling Office at 303-347-7710.   
 

Summer School:  
Freshman, sophomores, juniors and seniors:  
If you need to catch up on credits or want to advance through some physical education classes please 
come to the counseling office to get your summer school applications.  Summer school is at Arapahoe 
Community College and begins on June 1.  There is also a night program that runs from June 8 through 
July 24.  Classes that are being offered include:  Math, Science, Social Studies, English and Physical Edu-
cation (including swimming).  Please see your counselor in order to receive an application and approval for 
a summer school course.   
 

Freshmen Orientation:  
There will be a Freshmen Orientation on Monday August 17, 2009 from 7:30 am to 12:00 pm.  Details will 
be available on the school web site this summer. 

 
Testing Opportunities:  
Seniors:  If you want to take or retake your ACT or SAT exams, you need to sign up for the fall exams.  
You can find registration information on act.org for the ACT or collegeboard.com for the SAT.   
Juniors:  PSAT is held at LHS in late October and is the National Merit Scholarship qualifier.  More infor-
mation to come in the fall. 
Sophomores:  PLAN is a pre-ACT and it can be taken here at LHS in mid-November.  More information to 
come in the fall. 
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Pass-Fail/Withdrawal Policies 

 

PASS-FAIL GRADING POLICY UPDATE:  
Below is the revision to the Pass-Fail Grading Policy at Littleton High School, based on the revisions made 

by the LPS School Board January 29, 2009. 

 

Students at Littleton High School are given the option of taking a maximum of five semester credit hours per 

semester on a satisfactory or unsatisfactory basis.  The options are not cumulative, i.e., if the option is not 

used during one semester the student still is allowed only five credits on this basis during the following se-

mester.  Students may decide at the beginning of the semester through week 14 to complete this form and 

return to his/her counselor.  Fall Semester 2009 Week 14 Deadline:   November 20, 2009 

 
According to Littleton Public Schools Board Policy Code IKA -R, Policy Name:  High School Grading 
System Adopted January 29, 2009 :  In grades 9, 10, 11 and 12 students may elect to take a course on a 
pass/fail basis.  Pass/fail courses that are passed are not included in the GPA, but do count for graduation 
credit.  Pass/fail courses that are failed, however, do count into GPA and therefore affect class rank.  Stu-
dents may elect to take no more than one class per semester on a pass/fail basis.  Students may request 
their pass/fail designation be changed to the earned letter grade up to two weeks after the end of the se-
mester in which that class was completed.  A course required for graduation may not  be taken using the 
pass/fail option.   
 

WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASS POLICY UPDATE:  
As of August, 2009, School Board Policy States:   
Course Withdrawal Grades:  Students may drop a class up until 10 school days after the start of the semes-
ter with no penalty.  After 10 days, students in Grades 10-12 will receive a withdrawal/fail unless there are 
extenuating circumstances. Withdrawal/fail grades will be calculated in the GPA and remain on the tran-
script.   NOTE:  In order to maintain athletic/activity eligibility for this and the next athletic season, each stu-

 

 

The Integrated Business Technology 3 students, along with their partner students in the  
Philippines, took 3

rd
 place in the Global Virtual Classroom Secondary Website Building contest 

against some VERY tough competition this year!  The team also won the award for Academic 
Merit (best Academic content of all the sites).   Students have collaborated with their partners 
from Philippine Science High School since October through blog sites, video conferencing, email 
and Skype to determine the topic, design and build the site. 

This marks 3 years in a row that the Integrated Business Technology 3 class has placed in the 
top 3 in this international competition, hosted by the Give Something Back International  
Foundation.   You can check out the site studentsô built at  
http://gvc0818.gvc08.virtualclassroom.org.   For more information about the competition, go to 
www.virtualclassroom.org or contact Amber Hall at ahall@lps.k12.co.us.  

CONGRATULATIONS 

http://gvc0818.gvc08.virtualclassroom.org. 
http://www.virtualclassroom.org/
mailto:ahall@lps.k12.co.us



